
16 October 2018  BIKE europe

Kielce Bike-Expo 2018 Breaking Records
9th edition confirms reputation as largest B2B show for Central and Eastern Europe

Expo has developed strongly during the past 

nine years and now serves as the presentation 

platform for the latest developments, innova-

tive trends and tradition of the cycle industry. 

Shows are the industry’s barometer. In Poland 

the bicycle shifted from recreational equipment 

to a popular mobility tool which is complemen-

tary to public transportation. It’s healthy, sus-

tainable and accepted by the city authorities 

and the general public. The bicycle share in ur-

ban transport has been increasing in Poland 

and this uptrend will continue because of the 

e-bike. E-bikes gain popularity at a surprising 

pace, mark their place and sell at greater num-

bers. These dynamics is directly related to the 

possibilities offered by electric drives and the e-

mobility development. According to EU Cycling 

Strategy, there will be 6.5 million e-bikes on Eu-

ropean roads by 2030.”

Big numbers
Nowadays Kielce Bike-Expo is Poland’s most 

popular and largest bicycle event. “The three-day 

expo is also the biggest B2B fair in Central and 

Eastern Europe,” emphasises Kielce trade fair de-

partment director, Joanna Marcjan who super-

vised the event. “We are growing every year with 

more exhibitors as well as at our targeted audi-

ence which are retailers, mechanics as well as 

representatives of bicycle associations and or-

ganisations. Next to them we also target the gen-

eral public and cycling enthusiasts in particular.”

KIELCE, Poland – The 2018 Kielce 
Bike-Expo, held from 13 to 15 Sep-
tember on the fairground of Targi 
Kielce, was a great success.  On 
the exhibitors list were over 250 
companies from 15 countries. Visi-
tors came from all over Poland, 
from all over Europe and in par-
ticular from Eastern European 
countries including Belarus, Russia 
and Ukraine. 

Marek Utkin

P
oland’s biggest bike show this year had a 

total floor space of 11,000m² and took 

place at all the seven halls of the Kielce 

Fair. Over 9,000 visitors attended the show 

where they were presented with a complete 

overview of what is nowadays available for cy-

cling; including a wide variety of e-bikes. One 

category stood out at this year’s show; cargo 

bikes.

E-bikes gain popularity rapidly
At the opening ceremony of this year’s Kielce 

Bike Expo Krzysztof Dylewski, president of the 

Polish Cycling Association (which is the Kielce 

Bike Expo co-organiser) said: “The Kielce Bike-
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Go electric 
Almost every company on the Expo presented 

its e-bike range. Next to the regular 250W – 

25km/h e-bikes also speed pedelecs were on 

display. The same goes for e-bike batteries for 

which Poland could become an important man-

ufacturer. This because BMZ Poland in Gliwice 

has turned into the biggest manufacturer of Li-

Ion batteries in the EU. Next to this facility the 

construction of another battery producing fa-

cility started at the end of last year. LG is to make 

batteries for cars here.

The number of e-bikes presented at this year’s 

Kielce Bike-Expo reflect the popularity of this 

new bicycle category and what the future of the 

cycling market in Poland will look like. At the 

show floor estimations on future e-bike sales 

say that in the years ahead the Polish bike mar-

ket will grow to a level of some 600,000 e-bikes 

sold annually. This will bring new challenges in 

terms of creating a better infrastructure for cy-

cling and for e-bikes with their higher speeds. 

Also Poland will need to set-up a system for col-

lecting and recycling of worn-out e-bikes as well 

as their batteries. 

Also,the organisers of the Kielce Bike-Expo have 

entered into a cooperation with the Lviv Bike 

Expo. This is the Ukrainian Bicycle Expo which 

is to make its debut from 27 to 29 September, 

2018 in Lviv, Ukraine.
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We believe there’s nothing we can’t improve – about 
the things we do and the way we do them. This is 
what drives us. Take our passion for precise processes, 
best practice and state-of-the-art technology – and 
you get enough good reasons for our products being as 
good as they are.
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